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FHS celebrates its 25th Anniversary

25th Anniversary Celebrations Program

Inauguration of a statue of George Washington in France
French Heritage Society’ s Restoration Grantsin 2007
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Over the past 25 years, French Heritage Society’s actions illustrate the passion and
dedication of its members and benefactors for the preservation of the French architectural
heritage on both sides of the Atlantic. Thanks to a network of 14 Chapters in the United States
and one in Paris, we have been able to put in place, over the years, a structure that allows
our activities to flourish.

Today, in celebrating its 25 years of existence, French Heritage Society can take pride
in its accomplishments. We have taken part in the restoration of over 400 chateaux, churches,
historic monuments and gardens in France and the United States while raising 10 million
dollars for these projects. Educational programs and student and architect exchange
programs between the two countries are also part of our activities as well as organizing
seminars for curators and private collectors and the publication of books promoting the
French patrimony.

It is essential that French Heritage Society continue its work to preserve the French
architectural heritage during both ordinary and extraordinary times. Thus, special fund
raising campaigns were launched to come to the aid of historic monuments threatened by
natural disasters from the 1999 storms in France to Hurricane Katrina in 2005 in New
Orleans and the Gulf Coast.

We take our role as an ambassador of French culture very seriously and Franco-
American friendship is at the heart of all our endeavors. Our actions would not be possible
without the devotion and dedication of all of our members, our Board of Directors, our
Chapters, our volunteers and of course our sponsors and donors. | take this opportunity to
thank them all for their support over the past 25 years that has allowed French Heritage
Society to prosper and fulfil its mission. Let us continue this important work together so that
that French architectural treasures may continue to inspire and delight future generations as
part of our shared heritage.

President,
French Heritage Society
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French Heritage Society, founded in 1982, is an American non-profit 501(c)3 tax-exempt,
charitable organization devoted to the preservation of the French heritage both in France and
the United States through the restoration of its architecture and landscape gardens and has
participated in over 400 restoration projects of chateaux, churches, historic buildings and
gardens.

It intervened after natural disasters to save endangered monuments: in 1993 during the

flooding of the Mississippi River, in 1999 after the violent storms in France, in 2005 after the
devastating KatrinaHurricane in Louisianaand the Gulf Coast.

French Heritage Society [FHS] has over 2,000 members with 14 chapters in the United
States: Arizona, Atlanta, Boston, Cleveland, Dallas, New Orleans, New York, North
Carolina, Northern California, PAlm Beach, Philadel phia, Santa Barbara, Southern California,
Washington Regional and one in Paris.

FHS is the sole representative in the United States for the three major private associations for
the preservation of the French heritage : Les Viellles Maisons Francaises, La Demeure
Historique and Le Comité des Parcs et Jardins de France, and works in the U.S. in partnership
with The National Trust for Historic Preservation and the American Architectural Foundation.

French Heritage Society fosters educational exchanges between the United States and France,
internships for artisans, seminars for museum curators, art historians and private collectors
and conducts cultural trips for its American and French members.

These activities are made possible thanks to the generosity of its members, public and private
sponsors, foundations and corporations. Among the foundations include : The Boone
Foundation, The Michel David-Weil Foundation, The Firestone Foundation, The Florence
Gould Foundation, The William T Kemper Foundation, The Kress Foundation and The Seth-
Sprague Foundation.

French Heritage Society actively promotes public awareness and preservation of the French
heritage by distributing the VMF magazine to its members, and through special books which
it hasinitiated and published : Chéateau Cuisine [1992] and French America [2004].
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Preserving the French heritage for 25 Years

FRENCH HERITAGE SOCIETY
Celebrates its 25th Anniversary
from October 8™ — 14™, 2007

To celebrate its 25th Anniversary, French Heritage Society, an American organization,
has planned a series of exceptional events in France (private dinners, exclusive visits and
receptions) from October 8th — 14", 2007 for its American and French friends, donors and
partners.

These celebrations, in the Bordeaux and Charente regions, and in Paris, with the theme :
“Forging a Friendship, The Enduring Vision of Four Great Men: Washington,
Jefferson, Franklin and Lafayette,” illustrate the longstanding historic ties and friendship
between France and America. The highlight of the festivities is the inauguration, on October
11™, of a bronze replica of the statue of George Washington from 1796 by Houdon, in the
gardens of the Hotel de Clerjotte museum in Saint Martin de Ré, which were restored through
an FHS grant. On October 13th, the celebrations culminate at the Chéteau de Vaux le
Vicomte with a Gala Dinner by Guy Martin, renowed Chef of le Grand Véfour. A spectacular
candlelit Ball completes the enchanted evening at the chéteau.

The events are under the patronage of His Excellency Monsieur Jean-David Levitte,
Ambassador of France to the United States and the Honorable Mr. Craig Roberts Stapleton,
Ambassador of the United States in France, with Guest of Honor at the Gala Dinner and the
Ball, Her Imperial Highness Princess Napol éon.




